
Leadership Principles from Judges 

Who’s in Charge? (Achieve Results) 

Imagine that a leader told you to gather an army 
for a battle. Facing 900 chariots as Barak did 
would be equivalent to your soldiers today facing 
900 armored tanks (Jdg 4:3). How enthusiastic 
would you be to go on foot with a rifle to face an 
armored tank? What are the odds that you 
would overcome the tank?  

When Deborah told Barak that God wanted him 
to fight the Canaanites, why do you think Barak 
said he would go only if Deborah went with him 
(Jdg 4:6-10)? Consider the following. 

As Israel faced the Canaanites, who was in 
charge? When you face a challenge, who is in 
charge? Which of the following verses best 
answers the question for you?  
‣ 1Chr 29:11-12  
‣ Psa 47:7-8  
‣ Psa 96:10   

Giving Credit (Engage Others) 

When Deborah sang her song, she didn’t focus 
only on her accomplishments. She was careful 
to give credit to those who deserved it. Who 
does she credit in the following verses? 

‣ Do you sometimes fool yourself into thinking 
that you can accomplish things on your 
own?  

‣ Are you careful to give credit to others for 
the part they play in successes you have?  

‣ Who have you given credit recently? 
‣ During the coming week, ask God to show 

you the top three things He expects from 
you. Pray that He gives you the strength to 
do them and the humility to see the role 
others play.   

Deborah’s role. Jdg 4:4-5

Deborah’s relationship with 
God.

Jdg 4:6-7

  Jdg 5:14-15

  Jdg 5:18

Judg 
5:24-27

Judg 
5:20-21
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Using Your Gifts (Achieve Results) 

God gave Samson the gift of great physical 
strength. Instead of using it to rally his people 
and overcome the enemy, Samson used it for his 
own pleasure. During Samson’s 20 years as 
judge, Israel had no rest from Philistine rule (Jdg 
15:20).  

Application Challenge 

During the coming week, pick one source of 
failure (impulsiveness, pride, anger, improper 
use of your gifts) that is a challenge for you. Pray 
every day that God show you how to overcome 
that source of failure. Show Him that you are 
serious about doing what He desires so that you 
can end well.   

What is the believer’s source 
of strength? 

Eph 3:16

How should we use our God-
given strengths? 

Mat 26:42   
1Pet 4:11

Why does God give us gifts? 1Cor 14:12   
Eph 4:16   
1Pet 4:10

When we do something well, 
who should we credit? 

1Cor 1:31
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