
OWNit365 Bible Reading Tips

To assist you in making the most of your Bible reading, we offer the following:

• Background and overview information about the book
• Thoughts and questions for your personal reflection and observation
• Questions that you can use in a small group setting
• Something to look for in each chapter

Acts 

Key Theme and Verse

The expansion of the church in the world 
(Acts 1:8) 

Author

Luke wrote both the Gospel of Luke and the 
book of Acts (compare Luke 1:1-4 and Acts 
1:1-3). Together, they form a two-part series 
on Jesus’ life (Luke) and legacy (Acts).

Outline

Ministry Center Primary Audience Outline

Peter Jerusalem Israel • Peter and the Jews, Acts 1-7
• Peter and the Samaritans, Acts 8
• Conversion of Paul, Acts 9
• Peter and the Gentiles, Acts 10-11
• Peter’s arrest, deliverance, Acts 12

Paul Antioch 
(Syrian)

Gentiles • Paul’s first missionary journey, Acts 13-14
• Jerusalem conference, Acts 15
• Paul’s second missionary journey, Acts 16-18
• Paul’s third missionary journey, Acts 18-21
• Paul’s arrest, voyage to Rome, Acts 21-28
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Highlights

The book of Acts is a transition book, 
recording what happened to the apostles 
and church after Jesus ascended to heaven.

The story follows the outline Jesus gave in 
Acts 1:8. It begins with the establishment of 
the first church in Jerusalem. Christ told the 
church in Jerusalem to take the gospel to 
Judea, neighboring Samaria, and to Gentiles 
around the world. Unfortunately, the church 
did not do this willingly. So, God allowed 
persecution to arise (8:1-3) which caused 
them to flee Jerusalem and take the gospel 
to Samaria (8:4-5) and to the Gentiles 
(11:19-20) as Christ originally desired.

Note how Jewish Christians had difficulty 
believing that Gentiles could become 
Christians without becoming Jews 
(10:9-11:18).

Acts 15 records how the church resolved 
the early tension between Jewish-
background and Gentile-background 
believers. The questions were: “Can a Gentile 
become a Christian without also converting 
to Judaism and keeping the Law of Moses? 
If so, is there any part of the Law of Moses 
they should obey?”

Acts 16:8-11 records a key moment in 
history when the good news of Jesus was 
taken by missionaries from Asia to Europe.

Paul adapted his preaching-style to his 
audience without changing the core of his 
message. Compare how he quoted 
Scripture to Jews in a synagogue (13:16-41) 
to how he quoted pop-culture and poetry to 
Gentile philosophers (17:22-31).

The last chapters of the book of Acts record 
Paul’s farewell addresses to churches, his 
arrest in Jerusalem, and his voyage to Rome 
as a prisoner of the Roman Empire.

Many people warned Paul about the dangers 
of traveling to Jerusalem (21:10-14). 
Regardless, Paul went. Upon arrival, all the 
predictions of his arrest and imprisonment 
came true and Paul became a “prisoner of 
the Lord” (Eph 3:1, Eph 4:1).

Paul wrote to his beloved churches from 
prison in what became known as “the prison 
epistles” (Eph 3:1, Php 1:13, Col 4:3).

The book of Acts ends with Paul in prison, 
ministering to Rome; however, the ongoing 
story of Acts is being “written” to this day as 
the church lifts up Jesus and shares His 
Word with the world. Some call this “Acts 
29.”
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Personal Reflection and Application

Some people are all about appearances. 
Read the story of Ananias and Sapphira in 
Acts 5:1-11. 

Reflect on their thoughts and behaviors. 

• Clung to their possessions. 
• Agreed to lie about their giving (to God and 

the church).
• Pretended to be someone they were not.
• Thought they could get by with deception.
• Were more concerned with their 

appearance to others than with their 
relationship with God.

Consider whether any of those thoughts 
and behaviors is a possible snare for you.

God chose Saul for a specific mission (Acts 
9:15-16). For what mission has God chosen 
you? If you are uncertain, look for clues in 
the experiences God has provided you, 
especially trials. Also consider the abilities, 
gifts, and resources He has provided. Those 
are not coincidences. Pray that God make it 
clear to you how He wants you to use your 
experiences, time, talents, and treasures. Be 
in God’s Word regularly. That gives the Holy 
Spirit an opportunity to guide you in both 
daily direction and life mission.

In the Bible, a name change reflects a life 
change. Saul becomes Paul (Acts 13:2, Acts 
13:9). Saul means desired by man (Php 
3:4-6). Paul means little (Php 3:7-11). God 
wants to make us smaller so He can use us 
in a bigger way (Luke 9:48). Are you willing to 
be smaller and allow God to use you in a 
bigger way? 

Notice the four parts to Paul’s story.
‣ 1-Life before he met Jesus: What was 

Paul’s life like before he met Jesus (Acts 
22:1-5)? What was your life like before 
you met Jesus?
‣ 2-What Jesus did to reach him: What 

did Jesus do to reach Paul (Acts 
22:6-10)? What did Jesus do to reach 
you?
‣ 3-How Jesus changed Paul after Paul 

accepted Christ: How did Jesus change 
Paul (Acts 22:11-16)? How did Jesus 
change you?
‣ 4-What God was doing in his life 

currently: What was God currently doing 
in Paul’s life (Acts 22:17-21)? What is 
God currently doing in your life? 

Small Group Conversation Guide

In Acts 4:10-13, Peter and John 
demonstrate a great deal of courage. 

• What made them bold and confident?
• What does it take to be bold and confident 

without being mean or disagreeable (Eph 
4:15)? 

Did you know that you can minister both for 
the Lord and to the Lord? Look at Acts 13:2. 
How can you minister to the Lord?

Acts 16:25-34 records the experiences of 
Paul and Silas in jail. When they were in 
prison, they sang songs and hymns praising 
God! What if you were in prison for 
proclaiming Christ? Would you rejoice, 
pray, and sing or would you grumble and 
complain? To bring the point home, how is 
your attitude when you face smaller 
difficulties at home, work, or church? Do you 
welcome difficulties with rejoicing or do you 
face them with pessimism? 
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Something to Find in Each Chapter  

As you read through the book, it may help to have something to find in each chapter.

Try this: 

01. Where Jesus told His disciples to take His 
good news

02. What activities characterized life in the early 
church

03. How Peter credited Jesus for the miraculous 
healing

04. How the church prayed for boldness when 
threatened

05. How Peter obeyed God over the commands 
of men

06. How the church ensured all widows were 
cared for

07. How the Jewish leaders responded to 
Stephen

08. What the Ethiopian was doing when Stephen 
met him

09. The first thing Jesus said to Saul 10. Why Peter’s vision occurred three times

11. How the church at Antioch was started 12. How the prayer group responded to Peter’s 
arrival

13. Why the church at Antioch sent out 
missionaries

14. How Paul and Barnabas were treated at 
Lystra

15. What the non-Jewish believers were to 
abstain from

16. What Paul and Silas did while in jail at Philippi

17. How Berea’s response differed from 
Thessalonica’s

18. Who Apollos followed before learning about 
Jesus

19. Why Demetrius opposed Paul at Ephesus 20. What Paul said would build up the church at 
Ephesus

21. What Paul said about facing arrest in 
Jerusalem

22. What Paul said to send the crowd into a 
rage 

23. How Paul divided the council who questioned 
him

24. What the Jews (through Tertullus) accused 
Paul of

25. Why Festus offered to transfer Paul to 
Jerusalem

26. How King Agrippa responded to Paul’s 
speech

27. How hope was lost on the ship during the 
storm

28. What Paul’s life in Rome was like 
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