
1Samuel: Let’s Talk

This Grace@Home Let’s Talk Guide provides discussion questions and activities that you may use to 
facilitate conversations about God and His Word in your home. The focus is on those chapters that are 
most likely to promote meaningful conversations for all ages of family members.

1Samuel 1 

Have each person share what they love the 
most. What thoughts might go through your 
head if you had to give it away? Or, can you 
imagine trusting your most prized possession to 
someone who might not take care of it as well as 
you?

Questions:
1. Why was Hannah sad?
2. What did Hannah do when she was sad? 

What do you do when you are sad?
3. What did Hannah promise she would do if 

she had a child? How did she fulfill her 
promise? 

4. Has God ever answered your prayers? What 
do you do to thank Him?

1Samuel 3

Have all but one family member (guesser) hide in 
a room while the guesser is away. Have each 
person who is hiding call the guesser’s name. 
Can the guesser find everyone just by following 
their voice?

Questions:
1. What does verse one say Samuel did? How 

can we do this in our house, school, or job?
2. What are some words to describe Samuel’s 

attitude in this chapter? If you don’t already, 
how do you think you could have this 
attitude?

3. What do you think God’s voice sounds like? 
Is it always the same? (Job 37:2-5, I Kings 
19:11-13)

4. 4. Was Eli a good man? How do you know? 
How did Samuel treat Eli? What can you 
learn from Samuel about respecting and 
obeying people in authority even if they aren’t 
always making good choices?
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1Samuel 5

An idol is anything you worship or put above God; 
even “good” things. Brainstorm as a family some 
“American Idols” that might be distracting your 
family from God. 

Questions: 
1. In the previous chapter we read that the 

Philistines defeated Israel and captured the 
Ark of the Covenant? How could God let His 
Ark be captured?

2. What happened to the statue of Dagon 
when the Ark of the Covenant was placed in 
front of it? How do you think the Dagon 
worshippers felt?

3. How did God show His power to the 
Philistines as the Ark was sent to the 
different cities?

4. Is there anything you put in your life before 
Jesus? What do you learn about God’s 
holiness in this chapter?

1Samuel 8

Create an ad or commercial for this new king 
the people wanted. Include all the warnings 
Samuel gave about him.

Questions:
1. Why did the people want a king? Is this a 

good reason?
2. If you were Samuel, what would be some of 

the reasons you would be upset at their 
request?

3. God told Samuel to give the people what they 
wanted even though it wasn’t what God 
wanted for them. Why would God do that?

4. Have your parents ever let you have what 
you wanted – even though they were against 
it – to teach you a lesson? What happened?

1Samuel 10

Create a scavenger hunt where your kids have 
to follow a set of hidden clues to get to the prize 
(the prize can be something simple or even 
doing an activity your child enjoys). God will lead 
you on an adventure in your life if you follow His 
clues.

Questions: 
1. What were some of the things God told Saul 

would happen to him?
2. Why did Saul originally leave his home? How 

did he come home changed?
3. Have you ever started your day with one goal 

in mind but God totally changed your focus? 
What happened?

4. When the people chose Saul as king, where 
was he? Why do you think he was doing 
that? Have you ever been scared to be a 
leader?

1Samuel 13

There are a lot of numbers in this passage. List 
the numbers and what they represent (i.e. 7 
days, 42 years, etc.) and put them in order from 
smallest to largest.

Questions:
1. What did Saul do that was really Samuel’s 

job? 
2. What reason did Saul give for not waiting? Is 

it ever good to go against God’s commands?
3. What did Saul lose because of his 

disobedience? Have you ever lost anything 
for disobeying? Explain.

4. What was the army of Israel missing? Draw 
a picture of what the army might have 
looked like.
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1Samuel 14

Draw a picture of Saul’s family tree. Label it with 
their names. Add details about this family as you 
read about it over the next week. Save the 
picture for future discussions.

Questions:
1. What did Jonathan and his armor bearer 

do?
2. What words would you use to describe 

Jonathan?
3. What clues do you get that Jonathan had a 

relationship with God?
4. If you lived back then would you have wanted 

to be his friend? Why or why not?

1Samuel 20

Does anyone in your family have a friendship as 
close as Jonathan had with David? Can you think 
of such a friendship from a movie, book, or TV 
show?

Questions:
1. How were David and Jonathan different 

from each other? What did they have in 
common? 

2. How was Jonathan a friend to David in this 
chapter?

3. What makes a great friendship that can last 
for a lifetime?

4. When Jonathan and David said good-bye, 
why do you think David cried more than 
Jonathan?

1Samuel 24

Today we read about Saul chasing David 
throughout the wilderness. Play a game of Hide 
and Seek or Tag in your house or outside today.

Questions:
1. What did David do to Saul? What could he 

have done? 
2. What was Saul trying to do to  David? Why 

didn’t David kill Saul when he had the chance?
3. David made his decisions based on principles 

of the Law so that he knew what he would do 
even in very intense situations. How do you 
make decisions? Do you know any Bible 
verses that help you with your decisions? If so, 
what?

4. Even though David spared the king and heard 
his apology he didn’t go back with the king. 
What does that teach you about honoring 
versus trust? 

1Samuel 25 

Use familiar stuffed animals or action figures to 
retell the story today. Jabba the Hut makes a 
great Nabal. Ask the kids to describe that 
character of each “actor” in the story.

Questions: 
1. What did David’s men ask of Nabal? Why 

was this a reasonable request? How did 
Nabal respond? What does that tell you 
about Nabal’s character? 

2. How did David respond to Nabal’s answer? 
What does that tell you about David? 

3. What did Abigail do when the servant told 
her about Nabal’s conversation with David’s 
men? What does that tell you about Abigail? 

4. Who would you most want to be friends with 
in today’s story? Why? 
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1Samuel 29

Play a game of “Would you rather.” For example: 
“Would you rather fight your friends or have your 
enemies attack you?” Let each family member 
make up their own or search the internet for 
suggestions.

Questions: 
1. What were David and his men gathering to 

go do?
2. Why were the Philistines scared of David 

and his men?
3. Where did they send David and his men? 

How was this a relief to David?
4. Has God ever delivered you from a difficult 

situation, where you didn’t want to be there 
but didn’t know how to get out of it? Explain.

1Samuel 31

Use the picture you drew of the family of Saul on 
May 10th. Under the picture of the people 
mentioned in this passage, write what happened 
to them.

Questions:
1. What happened to Saul and his sons? What 

did the army of Israel do?
2. What did the brave men of Jabesh Gilead 

do? What could have happened to them?
3. Although this is a harsh story, how might 

God be involved in the details? Do you 
remember any prophesies regarding Saul 
after he had disobeyed God?

4. Have you been through a difficult 
circumstance but saw God work through it 
all? If so, what?
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